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FACULTY STUDENT RELATIONS
How Can Teachers Improve Student Teacher Relationships?
Beyond teaching content and ensuring students understand the course in hand, the teacher should make an effort to know the student by name. As Morganett (1995) puts it, knowing a student by name serves as a foundation for the establishment of a good rapport between the teacher and the students This interests the student and helps create a connection between the teacher and his/her students as it makes class interactions easier. It also lightens the mood in the class, making students more invested in the class with increased levels of engagement. Additionally, teachers should show interest in student’s personal lives. Classroom work is surrounded by a myriad of other activities and aspects of life. The teacher should make an initiative to talk to the students about their goals, aspirations, and passions. This shows the students that the teacher cares about them far beyond the classroom and their grades. Asking for student opinions on national and world events or politics, co-curricular activities they are interested in and the happenings of their weekend also create a personal contact that positively impacts on the teacher-student relationship. The interest in the students’ personal lives makes them feel valued and encouraged to do more (Morganett, 1995). Teachers should also listen to students when they communicate. They need to be active listeners to build a good rapport and trust with their students. Listening to the students helps create a safe space for them whereby they can easily confide in the teacher and share their learning struggles, needs, problems, passions, aspirations, and thoughts about various aspects of life. This enables the teachers to better understand their students, identify their strengths and weaknesses and find ways to meet their various needs to help them perform better. Furthermore, teachers should give equal opportunities to all students in class discussions, assignments, and in team activities. Teachers often fall into the trap of having favorite students in a class. Some students have an aura that distinctively makes them more likable than others. As such, teachers often find themselves playing favorites for such students unconsciously. This may cause teachers to give special privileges and treatment to the favorite students and providing them with more opportunities in the class than others. Other students consequently feel left out and treated more harshly than the favorites because of the preferential treatment. According to Alstad (2015), such instances affect the student’s engagement, concentration and attitude towards the particular cause thus impacting them negatively. Teachers should, therefore, strive to provide all students with an equal opportunity in class, for example, by assigning responsibilities fairly and providing positive reinforcement when genuinely deserved. No student should deserve more than the other in the eyes of the teacher, they all should be equal. Teachers should not make any student, not even the poorest student in class, feel inferior. They should aim at making each student feel valued in the class. In addition, teachers should encourage student participation in class discussions and in group activities by providing an environment where even wrong answers are valued. Students often feel embarrassed when they provide a wrong answer to a question. As such, most of them recoil back and refrain from answering questions in class to avoid the embarrassment. Providing an environment where all answers are encouraged prevents the students from coiling back and thus participating more in class. It also encourages and stirs elaborate discussions in class thus increasing the students understanding of the topic being discussed. Encouraging students to ask questions and express their opinions also encourages participation thus boosting the teacher-student relationship.
How Students can Improve Student Teacher Relationship
Students should respect their teachers always even when they disagree with them. Teachers, just like all other people, need to be respected. Teachers have a sense of authority above the students and students should recognize that fact. Students should voice their opinions, put in contributions to an issue, or raise concerns in a respectful manner and without fear. Rudeness should be avoided by all means possible. Teachers have more experience and mostly understand the needs of the students more than the students claim to. As such, students should accord the teachers respect. This will ensure that there is no friction between the teacher and the student, thus providing a peaceful and safe environment for learning. It also encourages the teacher to correct the student, advise them, support them and put in extra effort to see them succeed. The student also gets respect from the teacher in return thus fostering a good relationship. Additionally, students should participate in class activities actively i.e, discussions, group activities, etc. Participation in class helps establish a rapport between the teacher and the student. It reduces tension and provides the teacher with an opportunity to know the student. Through participation in class, a student gives the teacher an opportunity to identify their strengths, weaknesses, needs, and passions. With reduced tension, the teacher and the student can further engage in dialogue to discuss the various variables of the class work, co-curricular activities, and life goals. Participation in class boosts the self-confidence of students and reduces behavioral problems thus enhancing the student-teacher relationship. Participation should also be constructive, enthusiastic, and passionate to ensure that the teacher develops a positive attitude towards the student. According to Meador (2018), participation translates to positivity and teachers always appreciate positive students. Furthermore, students should communicate with their teachers openly. Communication is a key element in every relationship as it facilitates learning. It also helps the teacher and the students to find and explore alternatives aimed at solving any problems that may need to be solved. As such, students should try to communicate with their teachers as much as possible. They should be open about their struggles, problems, and needs in any given assignments or tasks. Furthermore, students should be keen to communicate with the teacher what they don’t understand so that he/she can know how to help them understand. By so doing, teachers see initiative and it upon themselves to help and support such students. For instance, teachers often offer personalized tests and assignments to students who are struggling, mentorship and extra guidance. Essentially, communication provides for openness and transparency thus making things much easier for the involved parties to engage freely and get guidance on the matters in question. Students should also uphold discipline by all means to avoid punishment. Often, students break rules and get punished for it. For instance, a student may miss an assignment deadline and lose some marks as a punishment for the late submission. Such a case may cause friction between the student and the teacher thus impacting the student- teacher relationship negatively. Although punishments are aimed at correcting and not inflicting pain, many students perceive it as unfair. Students should, therefore, uphold discipline at all times to avoid punishment. They should also be keen to communicate any cases that may land them in disciplinary issues so as to avoid punishment. Additionally, they should learn to accept responsibility for any mistakes made without holding a grudge against the teacher for administering a punishment. 
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